71.   MUJflEN'S CASE*
The evidence in this case and the cruel sentence passed by
the Verulam Magistrate were reported by us a fortnight ago in
these columns. Thanks to the sympathy of Sir David Hunter,
the case became the subject matter of a question by him in the
House of Assembly. Mr, Sauer gave a chill, unsympathetic and
haughty reply to Sir David's very pertinent question. Readers
can see elsewhere both the question and the answer, and judge for
themselves. It is plain^to us, that Mr. Sauer gave the answer he did
because the matter was one that concerned only a poor, neglected
ex-indentured man, belonging to a race that is unrepresented in
the House that Mr. Sauer and his colleagues dominate, and that
is labouring under a prejudice which makes it possible for any-
body to heap insults upon it with impunity. Had the case been
that of a European, Mr, Sauer would not have dared in a most
careless manner to shirk inquiry, profess and glory in his igno-
rance of the case and consider Magistrates3 decisions above criti-
cism by the Legislature, which, after all, is the body finally res-
ponsible for the well-being of the meanest subject of the State.
But truly does pride go before destruction and haughtiness
before a fall. Hardly had Mr, Sauer finished his heartless reply
when Justice Hathorn began his review of the Magistrate's action
and considered it to be so irregular and illegal that he quashed
the conviction against Munien and awarded him costs of appeal.
The Magistrate, who was more jealous of obedience to his orders
than of the welfare of those who had the misfortune to appear
before him, gave it as a reason for his vindictive judgment that
Munien was punished as an example to others, so that his orders
might be obeyed by them. We suppose Mr. Bauer's cynicism
will permit him even now to defend the Magistrate and his own
action in shirking investigation.
In&m Opinion, 31-5-1913
1 Muaien, an Indian, was charged for default of payment of £3 tax
arrears* He was sentenced to 14 days9 imprisonment with hard labour for
contempt of court even after the amount due was paid.

